

This letter appeared in the "Letters to the Editor" column of 
the Memphis (Tenn.) COMMERCIAL APPEAL. It makes a point about the 
way unfavorable stories about tobacco are sometimes sensationalized. 
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Tobacco Story 
Held 'Buried' 






Explained 'No Link Found 
With Cancer' 

To The Commercial Appeal: 

The Commercial Appeal is 
one of the great newspapers. 

One of the standards of a 
great newspaper is the obliga¬ 
tion to print, unbiasedly, all 
news that in one way or anoth¬ 
er affects its reading public. 

In most cases you fulfill that 
obligation without question: but 
I would like to call your atten¬ 
tion to an Associated Press re¬ 
lease dated July 12, headlined 
“Britons Can’t Link Cigarets to 
Cancer,” which you proceeded 
to bury on Page 26 last Monday. 

This article, in its course, ex¬ 
plained how, through exhaustive 
test over the last five years, 
Britain's Institute of Cancer Re¬ 
search has been unable to pro¬ 
duce even one malignant tumor 
in mice, rats or hamsters with 
strong concentrations of cigarct 
smoke. 

Other articles from no more 
impeachable sources, using sta¬ 
tistical evidence rather than 
clinical research, saying ciga¬ 
rets, or rather the smoke from 
them, have some relation to 
cancer have consistently rated 
front page coverage. 

A newspaper of your integrity 
should, in my opinion, treat ar¬ 
ticles of equally important cov¬ 
erage in an equally important 
manner; and the position of an 
article in a newspaper is of ut¬ 
most importance. 

LEON SHAHUN JR. 

416 Monroe. 
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